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Psychiatrisch-Neurologische Wochenschrift 

(March 31, 1906.) 

Some Somatic Characteristics of Idiocy. Heinrich Vogt. 

The author calls attention to the fact that in general idiots are smaller, 
weigh less, and die young'er than normal persons. They show the signs 
of senescence earlier and the several organs weigh less, the most im¬ 
portant organ to weigh less being, of course, the brain. 

(April 7, 1906.) 

The Treatment of Alcoholic Delinquents. Otto Jueiusbruger. 

The author calls attention to the fact that, in general, idiots are 
smaller. Society has a right to protect itself from this anti-social being, 
but should subject him to curative rather than correctional measures. 

(April 15, 1906.) 

liglfing .—An account of this institution with a picture of the lay out. 

! (April 22. 1906.) 

Course of Medical Psychology in Relation to the Treatment and Edu¬ 
cation of the Born Defectives. Dannemann. 

A short account of some of the work that is being done along these 
lines as set forth at a meeting of those interested in this work at Giessen, 
April 2 to 7. 

(April 28, 1906.) 

The Case of Brcmke. H. Schafer. 

A detailed account of a case of only local interest. 

Proponal. Bresler. 

Researches with New Hypnotics. Shecke. 

Proponal is a colorless, crystalline solid, melting at 145 0 , dissolving in 
70 parts boiling water and 1,640 parts water at 20°. It has a somewhat t 
bitter taste. The formula is given as: 

C2 H7 CO—NH 

C CO. 

C3 h 7 co-nh 

The hypnotics discussed in the second article are veronal, viferral, 
liypnal, proponal. Nothing new occurs in the article. The author cites 
an old text that holds that the existence of a great many drugs for a 
special purpose indicate that none are of much value and counsels trying 
them all carefully and holding to the best. 

(May 12, 1906.) 

Oswald Alving. Boege. (Continued.) 

(May 19, 1906.) 

Ten Years of Family Care in the Province of Saxony. Conrad Alt. 
Oswald Alving. Boege. (Concluded.) 

Family Care .—This article shows that the increase in the number of 
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patients cared for in families in Saxony has been from two in 1896 to 
475 in 1906. 

Oswald Alving. —A psychopathological study of the character of Os¬ 
wald Alving in Ibsen’s “Ghosts.” 

(May 26, 1906.) 

The Opening of Roderbirken. Ernst Beyer. (Continued.) 

(June 2, J906.) 

The Opening of Roderbirken. Ernst Beyer. (Concluded.) 

An account of the new sanitarium for nervous diseases. While its 
sister sanitaria, Hans Schonow and the Provincial Sanitarium at Han¬ 
over, provide for both sexes and classes, this is for women only and for 
one class. It contains 145 beds. 

(June 9, 1906.) 

Petition of the Moravian Hospital Physicians for a Bettering of Their 
Conditions. —Of local interest only. 

White. 


Revue de Psychiatrie et de Psychologie Experimentale 

(June, 1906.) 

1. Conditions of Surgical Intervention in Hypochondria. Picque. 

2. Eroticism in Hysteria. Buvat. 

1. Surgical Intervention and Hypochondria. —The author of this article 
is a surgeon, and while he does not pretend to be able to solve the problem 
of hypochondria from a psychiatric standpoint he believes that clinically 
we must recognize that there arc two forms of disease, an essential 
hypochondria which is entirely mental in origin, and a symptomatic which 
depends upon physical lesions. From the point of view of the indications 
for surgical intervention, however, he would classify the hypochondriacal 
syndrome under two captions. In the first class of cases the hypochondria 
is merely an episode in the course of a well defined psychosis, such as 
general paralysis, or associated with constitutional psychopathy, toxic- 
infectious psychoses or neurasthenia. In these cases surgical intervention 
is useless. In the second class of cases the hypochondria constitutes the 
entire delirium. It is a veritable morbid entity justifying the name hypo¬ 
chondria. In these cases we find the syndrome with a legitimate somatic 
basis. Surgical intervention in these cases is not only justifiable, but may 
produce excellent results. He considers this state under the following 
headings: (1) The co-existence of a somatic lesion, with the hypochon¬ 
driacal idea. (2) The conditions in which a lesion can produce the 
hypochondriacal idea. (3) Consideration of the facts which prove the 
simultaneous disappearance of the lesion, and the idea. 

The Lesion: It is very difficult to tell in a given case whether there 
is any etiological relation between the pathological condition and the 
hypochondriacal idea. It is important, however, to make this determina¬ 
tion before operating, because it not infrequently happens that operations 
do no good, but actually aggravate the mental disease. The author in a 
very few words and superficially gives his method of determining this 
connection upon the basis of what he calls “the dose of subjective trouble” 
and the “knowledge of the organic state of the patient.” In prolapsus of 
the uterus, for example, we may ask whether the mental depression is the 



